SEVEN MAJOR TAKEAWAYS FROM
9/28 AFGHANISTAN HEARING

On September 28, U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, led
the Committee in conducting the first of many public oversight hearings about the Biden administration’s disastrous
Afghanistan withdrawal. After substantial questioning, Inhofe ensured General Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and General Kenneth McKenzie, CENTCOM Commander, gave accurate answers about the
withdrawal, and notably, each time, they contradicted previous statements from President Biden. Here are seven
major takeaways he learned from top military leadership:

MILITARY LEADERS ADVISED PRESIDENT BIDEN TO KEEP AT LEAST 2,500 TROOPS IN
AFGHANISTAN INSTEAD OF ENTIRELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY WITHDRAWING.

Sen. Jim Inhofe @ @Jiminhofe - 6h
Todsy's testimony has left no doubt: President Biden was warned by hie
commanders that the Taliban would tske over if sll troops were withdrawn

unconditionslt. snd the President ignored their scvice General McKenzie: “...I recommended that we maintain 2,500 troops
in Afghanistan.”
General Milley: “...l do agree with that.”

Reminder: On August 18, President Biden said the military did not tell
him to keep 2,500 troops in Afghanistan.

AL-QAEDA IS RECONSTITUTING AND COULD HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO STRIKE THE
HOMELAND AS SOON AS WITHIN A YEAR.

General Milley: “...1 believe Al-Qaeda is in Afghanistan, | believe they
have aspirations to reconstitute, and | believe if they develop the
capability, they have the aspiration to strike.”

Reminder: On August 20, President Biden said Al-Qaeda is “gone”
from Afghanistan.

AMERICA IS LESS SAFE NOW. PRESIDENT BIDEN'S DECISION TO COMPLETELY
WITHDRAW FROM AFGHANISTAN DIMINISHED OUR ABILITY TO ATTACK AND STRIKE

TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS LIKE AL-QAEDA AND ISIS AND INCREASED THE
LIKELIHOOD OF AN AL-QAEDA OR ISIS ATTACK ON OUR HOMELAND.

—

Gen. McKenzie is not confident U.S. can prevent terror

attack from Afghanistan General McKenzie: “| would not say I'm confident” that the U.S. could
General McKenzie said "nobody was under pressure” to carry out the H H H e .

et on Augst 20 deny organizations like Al-Qaeda and ISIS the ability to use Afghanistan
He took full responsibility for the attack and said that his team acted on aS a Iau nChpad for terrO”St aCtIVIty

"intelligence we saw on the ground,” just as they did during other

successful strikes they carried out before.

i e we wers tragicaly wrong = he asid. Reminder: On August 16, President Biden said, “If necessary, we will
McKenczi also noted tha t vl now be "harder o see things on the [conduct counterterrorism missions] in Afghanistan. We've developed

ground in Afghanistan

e counterterrorism over-the-horizon capability that will allow us to keep our
en asked if he is confident that the can stop al-Qaida or ISIS- i i i i
from launching terror attacks from Afghanistan, McKenzie said "that is yet eyes f”’mly f[Xed on any d’rect threats to the Un[ted StateS. ”

to be seen."
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THE WAR ON TERROR IS NOT OVER.

General McKenzie: “The war on terror is not over, and the war in
Afghanistan is not over either.”

General Milley: “I think Al-Qaeda is still at war with us, still, and never
has not been.”

SASC GOP @ @SASCGOP - 2h

@POTUS on 8/31: “The war in Afghanistan ie now over."
Genersl McKenzie, ECENTCOM Commander, todsy: “The war on terror is
not over, snd the war in Afghanistan is not over either.”

Reminder: On August 31, President Biden told Americans “war in
Afghanistan is now over.” On September 21, he told the United Nations
001008 Ty the U.S. is “no longer at war.”

OUR CREDIBILITY WITH ALLIES AND PARTNERS - AS WELL AS WITH ADVERSARIES - IS
BEING QUESTIONED.

our credibility with allies and partners around the world, and
with sdversaries, is being intensely reviewed by them to see which way this

General Milley: “I think our credibility with allies and partners around
the world, and with adversaries, is being intensely reviewed by them...
and | think ‘damage’ is one word that could be used, yes.”

Reminder: On August 20, President Biden said, “I have seen no
question of our credibility from our allies around the world.” ‘

OUR MILITARY LEADERS DO NOT THINK THE NON-COMBATANT EVACUATION
OPERATION WAS AN “EXTRAORDINARY SUCCESS.”

SASC GOP &
@SASCGOP

G 1 Mill lls A 2 - b H - H “ Tt
i thor et am Al e ey el General Milley: The evacuation was a “logistical success, but a
strategic failure.”

success but a strategic failure."

Reminder: On August 31, President Biden said the evacuation of
Afghanistan was an “extraordinary success.”

0:04 /0:07- ),

THE TALIBAN DID NOT ADHERE TO THE CONDITIONS LAID OUT IN PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S 2020 DOHA AGREEMENT. PRESIDENT BIDEN IGNORED THE TENETS OF THE
AGREEMENT AND UNCONDITIONALLY WITHDREW FROM AFGHANISTAN — YET STILL
BLAMED THE DOHA AGREEMENT FOR WHAT WENT WRONG.

—

General Milley: “There were seven conditions applicable to the Taliban and i

eight to the U.S. While the Taliban did not attack U.S. forces, which was one pdiotiepinlisl ettt B
e . . . the withdrawal from #Afghanistan, says @thejointstaff

of the conditions, it failed to fully honor any other commitments under the Ghalrman Gen. Mark Miley n is Gpening statement.

Doha agreement. Perhaps most importantly for U.S. national security, the
Taliban has never renounced Al-Qaeda or broke its affiliation with them.”

Reminder: On August 16, President Biden said, “The choice | had to
make...was either to follow through on that agreement or be prepared to go
back to fighting the Taliban in the middle of the spring fighting season.”
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